PRIVILEGED TO SERVE
WEEK OF SUNDAY JANUARY 12, 2025

Announcements | David Hitchcock |

SUNDAY DOOR GREETERS

North Side Allen/ June Cantrell

South Side Joel Knight and Family

SUNDAY DOOR MONITOR

| Gary Loftis | Ricky Davis |

MORNING WORSHIP

Important News:

2025 THEME
Jesus Built His Church
Matthew 16:16-19

Verse 18 : And | say unto thee, That
thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will
build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.

Adult Bible Class Prayer Ron Brown
Song Leader Jondan Rothfus
First Prayer Adam Swallows
Sermon John Chowning
Lord’s Table Jay Whitson
Closing Prayer Jonothan Whitson

Evening Worship

THIS WEEK’S TEXTS
AM class— 2 Timothy 4:5-17
AM sermon- Romans 16:1-5

PM sermon- Ephesians 1:3-14

Song Leader David Allen
First Prayer Bobby Rothfus
Scripture Enoch Knight
Sermon John Chowning
Lord’s Table Joel Knight
Closing Prayer Levi Swallows

Wednesday January 15, 2025

Song Leader Bobby Rothfus
Scripture Reading Allen Cantrell
Devotional Talk Enoch Knight
Closing Prayer Gary Loftis

Wednesday Door Monitor

Jere Whitson

Jere Whitson is responsible for worship assignments. If you
are going to be absent or need to request changes, please
contact him.

Gospel Broadcast Supported
Preaching the Gospel, Sunday 7:30 A.M. - Ch. 11
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CHRISTIAN MESSENGER

A publication of the ALGOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST located at
395 West Main St. | Algood, TN 38506

SUNDAY WEDNESDAY
Bible Study ........cc......... 9:00 AM Bible Study........ccceeennn...e. 7:00 P.M.
Morning Worship......... 10:00 A.M.
Evening Worship........... 6:00 P.M.

ﬂ It Is Written

#TN\
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Being Stead-
fast and Always Abounding

Roger Shouse

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58).

Our verse presents two important concepts about our walk with
the Lord that is often difficult over time. The words are: “steadfast,” and, “always
abounding.” Together, they present the idea of sustaining, or as preachers once said,
“Keep on Keeping on.”

The fire of passion for the Lord can flicker with time. The new-
ness and excitement wears off. The journey can become long. This is why apostles remind
us to “not grow weary.” The ‘always abounding’ part doesn’t always abound. We get



weary. We become distracted. Life gets in the way. Our order gets out of order and our priorities get jum-
bled up. The “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord,”” turns more into have
to rather than want to. Duty replaces desire. Our foot lifts off the spiritual accelerator and things slow
down.

This is a concern of shepherds. This is the basis of many sermons. How do we
keep going? How do we sustain our momentum, passion and work for the Lord? Always abounding looks
more like, ‘sometimes abounding,’ or, ‘when I get around to it.’

Here are some thoughts:

First, much like running, there is a pace and a goal that one must set. It’s one thing to run to the mailbox
when it is raining. It’s a lot different running everyday around the neighborhood streets. You don’t have to
live a lifetime today. You do not have to do everything today. In fact, you cannot do everything. There are
things that you know are true and absolute. You must rest your soul. You must feed your soul. You must
connect with the Lord. Daily spiritual habits are essential to sustaining and moving forward.

The problem with habits is that it is hard to get them started and once you have,
there are thousands of things that pop up to disrupt your routine. One has to work around those distrac-
tions. It is easy to kick the can down the road and to put off the spiritual for the things before us. Spending
time in God’s word is important. This is one way we feed and nourish our souls. It’s essential to do this to
keep our attitudes and heart godly and healthy. But emergencies come up. Things happen. And, what ap-
pears more pressing is what we do and we tell ourselves we’ll read the Bible later. Later becomes much
later and we’ll double up tomorrow. And, then the next day, something else happens and once again we
kick that can down the road. Our spiritual habits become shaky and inconsistent. And, just like that, the
always abounding, loses the “always.”

One must realize this. Make daily goals that include spiritual habits. Put on paper
who you want to call today, send a text to, or write a card to. Seeing your list will remind you. It will help
you accomplish good things. I love post-it notes. I use them all the time. Little reminders. Things I must
get done. It does little good to send a card to someone after they are well and back to services. Sustain. Al-
ways abounding.

Second, realize that Satan will use life to sidetrack you. It doesn’t have to be some
terrible temptation that trips you up. No, just altering your schedule. Just stacking on more things that have
to be done. But, push through those things and realize that you can and you ought to pray while doing
these other things. This will keep the Lord before you. This will help you see what really matters in life.
This will help you focus upon what is most important. In praying often, you’ll regain the always abound-
ing.

Third, it’s the inconsistencies that really kill our influence, our drive and our walk
with the Lord. Get down to the church house every time the doors are open. That means, there will be
times when you go when you are tired. There will be times that you go when you don’t feel like it. There
will be times when it is a real struggle to get there. But, in doing so, it will refresh your soul and it will
help you to keep moving forward.

Often when a guest speaker comes, people get excited and the interest level soars.
But when the guest speaker goes home, like the air escaping from a balloon, all dies out and nothing
worthwhile remains. We can do better than that. Don’t put all of this on the speaker. Take ownership of
your faith and put your faith in the Lord, not others.

Sustaining. Always abounding. Steadfast. Key components to our journey with the
Lord. It does little good to baptize someone, only to see them become a no-show and eventually return
back to the world again. Begin by sustaining yourself. Then help others.

IMPORTANT NEWS

Our India brethren have begin the
new year off to a wonderful start.
Ravi reported the following:

-B. Yesurathnam gave 2 baptism to a
young couple and they were added to
congregation at Jajulagunta.

-B. Yesupadam also baptized a husband
and wife and they were added to the
congregation at Uyyuru.

- Shadrak and Ravi baptized a lady and
she was added to the congregation at
Nidumolu.

-A. Prasad began a new congregation in
Polvaram and baptized a young couple
at this new congregation.

Such wonderful news , please continue to
pray for these new Christians.

ILLNESSES

Kim Chowning, was able to be with us for
worship on Sunday morning. She is still
healing well and improving.

Betty Reed, is at home still not feeling
well.

Earlene Qualls, is at home with some im-
provements after having the flu.

Ron Gilbert, is now home and doing some
better.

Jay Dee Barnes, the newborn nephew of
Janiell Allen, was taken to Vanderbilt this
past Saturday due to seizures after his
birth. The doctors believe it was tremors
caused from having low blood sugar. The
family have hopes of coming home on
Monday.

PANTRY ITEM:
Chicken Noodle Soup

EXTENDED ILLNESS

Bonnie Stockton, Jerry Vincent, Carol

Meadows, Junior and Lou Bryant, Ora

Lee Whitaker, Sue Ing, Mike and Lucy
Mitchell, and Bill and Betty Barnes.

PHONE

(931) 537-6221

ELDERS Deacons Cont’d
Bobby Rothfus Joel Knight
Ext. 701 Ext. 803
xt.
Gary Loftis
Jondan Rothfus
Ext. 702
Ext. 804
Derek Crawford
Todd Webb
Ext. 703
Ext. 805
PREACHER .
—_— Jay Whitson
John Chowning Ext. 806
xt.

Ext. 700 Jere Whitson
Deacons Ext. 807
Ron Brown Jonothan
Ext. 801 Whitson
Ricky Davis Ext. 808

Ext. 802




